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Abstract 

This paper examines prophetic communication in Scripture and 

its implications for contemporary Christian practice, 

particularly in response to modern prophetic claims' growing 

prevalence and questionable authenticity. Through a critical 

analysis of biblical texts from both the Old and New 

Testaments, the study explores the theological foundations of 

prophecy and divine revelation. It engages with ongoing debates 

between continuationism and cessationism, while 

contextualizing the discussion within the Nigerian religious 

landscape, where claims such as “God told me” have often led 

to spiritual manipulation, false assurances, and congregational 

discord. The study proposes biblical criteria for discerning 

authentic prophecy, emphasizing scriptural alignment, 

fulfillment, and the moral integrity of the prophet. It 

recommends that churches offer structured teaching on 

spiritual gifts, equip leaders with sound theological training, 

and encourage believers to evaluate prophetic claims through 

the lens of Scripture. While affirming that God continues to 

communicate with His people, the study calls for a renewed 

commitment to biblical fidelity, humility, and discernment. 

Further research into the psychological and cultural 

dimensions of modern prophetic expressions is suggested to 

support a more informed and balanced pastoral response. 

Keywords: Prophecy, Divine Communication, Spiritual Gifts, 

Discernment, Biblical Fidelity, God told me. 
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Introduction 

The phenomenon of prophetic claims, both in Scripture and 

contemporary Christianity, invites critical examination of their 

nature, authority, and role within the faith community. Biblical 

prophecy, as presented in both the Old and New Testaments, is 

fundamentally a divine communication delivered through 

chosen individuals inspired by the Holy Spirit. These prophetic 

messages served multiple purposes: foretelling future events, 

calling for repentance, revealing God's character, and 

ultimately pointing to the Messiah, Jesus Christ, whose life and 

mission fulfilled many ancient prophecies (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 

2:14-15; Luke 1:35).1 In the early Church, prophecy was a vital 

spiritual gift intended for edification, encouragement, and 

guidance of the believers, as emphasized in 1 Corinthians 14 

and other Pauline writings.2 

However, the contemporary landscape of prophetic claims 

within the Church is marked by diverse interpretations and 

practices. While some uphold the continuation of prophetic gifts 

as active and vital, others argue that the authoritative office of 

prophet ceased with the completion of the biblical canon, 

cautioning against modern claims that contradict Scripture or 

seek to add new revelation.3 The problem addressed by this 

study is the increasing frequency and often questionable nature 

of modern prophetic claims, raising concerns about 

authenticity, spiritual abuse, and doctrinal soundness. The 

study aims to analyze how prophetic communication occurred 

 
1 Jesus Film Project, “55 Prophecies Fulfilled by Jesus - Evidence for Your 

Faith,” November 17, 2021, https://www.jesusfilm.org/blog/old-
testament-prophecies/. 

2 Les Bridgeman, “Prophecy in the New Testament,” BibleBridge, August 7, 
2022, https://www.bible-bridge.com/prophecy-new-testament/. 

3 Stephen Davey, “Does the Gift of Prophecy Still Exist Today?,” Wisdom 
International, October 3, 2022, 
http://www.wisdomonline.org/blog/does-the-gift-of-prophecy-still-exist-
today?lang=English. 
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in Scripture and how such expressions can be understood, 

evaluated, and appropriately applied in the modern church. 

Methodology 

This study employs a theological-analytical methodology 

grounded in qualitative research traditions. It draws primarily 

from exegetical analysis of key biblical texts, historical-

theological review, and contextual reflection, particularly within 

the Nigerian Christian experience. The focus is to critically 

explore the nature, authenticity, and implications of prophetic 

claims—especially those introduced with the phrase “God told 

me”—within both scriptural and contemporary ecclesial 

settings. Scriptural exegesis involves a historical-grammatical 

approach to select passages from both the Old and New 

Testaments (e.g., Deuteronomy 18:18–22; 1 Corinthians 14; 

Hebrews 1:1–2; Acts 2:17–18), examining how divine 

communication is portrayed and how prophetic utterances were 

evaluated in their original contexts. 

In addition to biblical analysis, the study investigates historical 

responses to prophecy across church history, such as the early 

church’s stance on Montanism and the Reformation's 

reaffirmation of sola Scriptura. This theological-historical lens 

provides insight into the evolving boundaries and discernment 

of prophetic authority. Furthermore, the study incorporates 

contextual and practical analysis of contemporary Nigerian 

church experiences, utilizing secondary data from theological 

writings, media sources, and ecclesial reports to identify 

patterns of prophetic misuse or influence. These insights are 

synthesized to construct a theologically sound and pastorally 

sensitive framework for evaluating modern prophetic claims, 

offering recommendations that emphasize biblical fidelity, 

spiritual maturity, and ecclesial accountability. 
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Biblical Foundation of Prophetic Claims 

Prophetic claims within Christianity draw their foundational 

authority from the Bible, which presents prophecy as a divine 

communication with humanity.4 The Old Testament is replete 

with examples of prophets acting as God's spokespersons, 

delivering messages of warning, judgment, and hope.5 A key 

text is Deuteronomy 18:18-22, where God promises to raise up 

a prophet "like you [Moses] from among their brothers" and 

warns against false prophets. This passage establishes criteria 

for discerning true prophecy: if a prophet speaks in the Lord's 

name and the word does not come to pass, then the Lord has 

not spoken it.6 

The New Testament affirms the continuation of prophetic gifts, 

though often reframing their primary purpose. Acts 2:17-18, 

quoting Joel 2:28-29, declares that in the last days, God will 

pour out His Spirit on all flesh, leading to sons and daughters 

prophesying. This highlights a broader distribution of prophetic 

utterance beyond select individuals. Furthermore, 1 

Corinthians 14:3 states that "the one who prophesies speaks 

edification and exhortation and comfort to men," indicating a 

focus on building up the church rather than solely foretelling 

future events.7 While predictive prophecy remains a biblical 

element (e.g., Agabus foretelling a famine in Acts 11:28), the 

emphasis shifts towards spiritual encouragement and 

 
4 Richard Blaylock, “The Gift of Prophecy,” The Gospel Coalition (blog), 2025, 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/the-gift-of-prophecy/. 

5 Courtney Jacob, “The Minor Prophets: God’s Judgment and Hope,” 
text/html, Groundwork Bible Study (Groundwork, June 7, 2025),  
https://groundworkonline.com/blog/the-minor-prophets-gods-
judgment-and-hope. 

6 Kathryn M. Schifferdecker, “Commentary on Deuteronomy 18:15-20,” 

Working Preacher from Luther Seminary (blog), February 1, 2015, 
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-
lectionary/fourth-sunday-after-epiphany-2/commentary-on-
deuteronomy-1815-20-3. 

7 Michael Morrison, “The Gift of Prophecy (1 Corinthians 14:1-12),” Grace 
Communion International (blog), 2011, https://www.gci.org/articles/the-
gift-of-prophecy-a-study-of-1-corinthians-141-12/. 
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guidance. Therefore, biblical prophecy is rooted in divine 

revelation, validated by fulfillment, and intended for the 

spiritual benefit of God's people.8 

Theological Perspectives on Divine Communication 

Divine communication stands as a foundational theological 

concept in Christianity, asserting God's active engagement with 

humanity. This multifaceted idea encompasses various modes 

through which God reveals His will, character, and plan for 

salvation.9 

Biblically, divine communication is evident from the earliest 

narratives. In the Old Testament, God directly speaks to 

individuals like Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:8), Noah (Genesis 

6:13), and Moses "face to face, as a man speaks with his friend" 

(Exodus 33:11). Prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel 

served as God's mouthpieces, delivering His words to the nation 

of Israel, often prefaced with "Thus says the Lord" (Amos 3:7).  

Dreams and visions were also significant channels, as seen in 

Joseph's prophetic dreams (Genesis 37:5-10) and Daniel's 

apocalyptic visions.10 Angels frequently acted as divine 

messengers, notably Gabriel announcing the births of John the 

Baptist and Jesus (Luke 1). The written Scriptures themselves 

are considered divinely inspired, serving as a primary and 

enduring means of God's communication, "God-breathed and 

useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness" (2 Timothy 3:16). 

The ultimate theological perspective on divine communication 

centers on Jesus Christ. Hebrews 1:1-2 declares, "In the past 

God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times 

 
8 The Institute for Creation Research, “Accurate Predictions,” 2025, 

https://www.icr.org/bible-prophecy. 

9 Wats Wahlberg, “Divine Revelation,” Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 
June 26, 2024, https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/divine-revelation/. 

10 Ken Rathbun, “Joseph’s Prophetic Dreams and Their Fulfillment,” Faith 
Pulpit, April 16, 2025, https://faith.edu/faith-pulpit/posts/josephs-
prophetic-dreams-and-their-fulfillment/. 
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and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us 

by his Son." Jesus, as the Word made flesh (John 1:14), 

embodies God's complete and perfect revelation. His life, 

teachings, miracles, death, and resurrection communicate 

God's love, justice, and redemptive purpose in an unparalleled 

way. Following Christ's ascension, the Holy Spirit is crucial in 

divine communication. Jesus promised the Spirit would guide 

believers into all truth (John 16:13).11 The Holy Spirit 

illuminates Scripture, convicts of sin, and empowers believers 

to discern God's will and experience His presence. This inward 

witness and promptings of the Spirit are central to the 

contemporary Christian experience of divine communication.12 

Historically, interpretations of divine communication have 

evolved. Early Church Fathers emphasized the foundational 

nature of Christ's revelation and the authority of apostolic 

teaching. While acknowledging the possibility of ongoing 

spiritual experience, they generally viewed the canon of 

Scripture as the normative and sufficient written revelation. 

Later movements, such as Montanism in the 2nd century, faced 

scrutiny for claiming new, binding revelations, leading to a 

stronger emphasis on the closed canon of Scripture. The 

Reformation further solidified the doctrine of sola Scriptura, 

asserting Scripture as the supreme authority for faith and 

practice, though not denying God's continued personal 

communication through the Spirit to individuals.13 

 
11 Gary DeLashmutt, “Jesus Is God’s Full & Final Revelation,” Dwell 

Community Church, May 2, 1993, 
https://www.dwellcc.org/teaching/1767/bible/hebrews/1/gary-
delashmutt/1993/jesus-is-gods-full-final-revelation. 

12 JES, “The Love of God: How Was It Shown in Jesus?,” Christadelphians of 
Nova Scotia, Canada, May 15, 2024, 
https://www.christadelphians.ns.ca/the-love-of-god-how-was-it-shown-
in-jesus/. 

13 Aaron Philip, “The New Prophecy: Echoes of Montanism in the New 
Apostolic Reformation,” Modern Reformation, May 2, 2024, 
https://www.modernreformation.org/resources/essays/the-new-
prophecy-echoes-of-montanism-in-the-new-apostolic-reformation. 
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Contemporary Claims: “God Told Me” in Today’s Church 

The claim "God told me" has become a pervasive and often 

contentious phrase in contemporary Christian discourse. While 

rooted in the biblical concept of divine revelation, its widespread 

and sometimes indiscriminate use in today's church warrants 

careful examination, raising questions about theological 

integrity, spiritual discernment, and psychological impact. 

Theologically, the phrase touches upon the core debate between 

continuationism and cessationism. Continuationists believe 

that God continues to speak directly to individuals today 

through dreams, visions, and audible voices, similar to 

instances in the Old and New Testaments (Hebrews 1:1-2). They 

often point to passages like Romans 8:14, suggesting the Holy 

Spirit leads believers personally. Conversely, cessationists 

argue that special revelation, which included direct prophetic 

utterances for new doctrines or guidance, ceased with the 

completion of the biblical canon.14 They emphasize that God 

primarily speaks today through His inspired and written Word, 

the Bible, which is sufficient for all teaching, reproof, correction, 

and training in righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Critics 

contend that claiming extra-biblical revelation can undermine 

the authority and sufficiency of Scripture. 

One significant criticism of "God told me" claims is the potential 

for misrepresentation and manipulation. When individuals 

preface their opinions, decisions, or even directives with "God 

told me," it can imbue their words with an unassailable 

authority, making it difficult for others to question or challenge 

them without appearing to question God Himself. This can lead 

to spiritual abuse, where leaders or individuals exert undue 

influence over others, sometimes promoting personal agendas 

or even making unbiblical decisions under the guise of divine 

 
14 “A Brief Case for Cessationism,” The Reformed Classicalist, accessed June 

8, 2025, https://www.reformedclassicalist.com/home/cessationism. 



Jacob T. Hundu 

8 

instruction.15 The Bible warns against misusing God's name 

(Exodus 20:7) and encourages testing all prophecies (1 

Thessalonians 5:20-21). Furthermore, the subjective nature of 

these claims poses a challenge. What one person perceives as a 

divine instruction, another might see as personal conviction, 

emotional inclination, or even self-deception. The human heart 

is capable of deceit (Jeremiah 17:9), and desires can easily be 

mistaken for divine leading. When "God told me “Claims do not 

materialize as predicted, it can lead to disillusionment, doubt, 

and a questioning of God's character or even one's own faith. 

While the Bible does affirm that God communicates with His 

people through various means, including the inner working of 

the Holy Spirit (John 16:7-15), it consistently stresses the 

supremacy of His written Word as the primary and authoritative 

source of truth. True personal revelation, according to many 

theological perspectives, should always align with and 

illuminate biblical principles, rather than contradict or 

supersede them. The psychological impact can be profound; 

while it can offer a sense of certainty and comfort, it can also 

lead to misplaced assurance, anxiety when perceived divine 

instructions don't align with reality, and a reliance on 

subjective experiences over sound biblical discernment. 

Discernment and Validation 

Discernment, as mandated in 1 John 4:1 to "test all spirits," is 

crucial for believers navigating prophetic claims. This process 

ensures the authenticity and purity of spiritual expressions 

within the church.16 A primary test is Scriptural Alignment: 

genuine prophecy will always harmonize with the established 

truth of the Bible, never introducing contradictory doctrines or 

 
15 Steve Tracy, “What Is a Christian Response to Abuse?,” Phoenix 

Seminary, March 1, 2022, https://ps.edu/what-is-a-christian-response-
to-abuse-dr-steve-tracy/. 

16 Barbara Wendland, “The Church Needs Spiritual Discernment Now,” 
Connections Online, October 1, 2021, 
https://www.connectionsonline.org/blog/the-church-needs-spiritual-
discernment-now. 
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practices (Deuteronomy 13:1-5). Any claim deviating from 

biblical teaching is immediately suspect.17 

Another vital aspect is fulfilment: if a prophecy concerns future 

events, its eventual realisation serves as a definitive validation 

(Deuteronomy 18:21-22). Unfulfilled prophecies, particularly 

those with specific timelines or outcomes, indicate a false claim. 

Furthermore, the Moral Integrity of the prophet is significant. 

While not the sole determinant, a life consistently marked by 

godly character and upright living strengthens the credibility of 

their prophetic utterance (Matthew 7:15-20). Finally, Church 

Discernment is indispensable. Prophetic claims should be 

evaluated collectively by mature believers and leadership, 

fostering a communal sifting process that protects the body of 

Christ from error and deception (1 Corinthians 14:29). This 

comprehensive approach to discernment is not to stifle spiritual 

gifts but to ensure their proper and edifying function, promoting 

the healthy growth and protection of the church.18 

Dangers and Abuses of Prophetic Claims 

In Nigeria, a nation deeply religious and often grappling with 

socioeconomic challenges, prophetic claims hold significant 

sway. While genuine prophecy is seen as a divine gift for 

edification and guidance, its unchecked manifestation has 

unfortunately led to widespread abuses, posing serious dangers 

to individuals and communities alike. These abuses manifest 

primarily as spiritual manipulation, the dissemination of false 

assurances or fear, and the division of congregations. 

One of the most prevalent dangers is spiritual manipulation. 

Charismatic leaders often leverage the phrase "God told me" to 

 
17 Dana Coverstone, “Valuing, Testing and Weighing Prophecy,” CU America, 

July 29, 2020, 
https://www.cuamerica.org/valuing_testing_and_weighing_prophecy. 

18 Joseph T. Lienhard, “On ‘Discernment of Spirits’ in the Early Church,” 
Theological Studies 41, no. 3 (September 1980): 505–29, 
https://doi.org/10.1177/004056398004100302. 
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exert undue control over their followers, justifying questionable 

decisions or even demanding financial contributions. This often 

preys on the desperation of individuals seeking solutions to 

poverty, unemployment, or health issues.19 For instance, 

numerous reports detail instances where pastors demand 

exorbitant "seed faith" offerings, promising miraculous financial 

breakthroughs or healing, supposedly based on divine 

revelation.20 When these promises fail to materialize, 

congregants, often already struggling, face deeper financial 

hardship and spiritual disillusionment, yet are often too 

entrenched in the belief system to question the "man of God." 

This fosters a crippling spiritual dependency, hindering 

personal growth and critical discernment 

Secondly, false assurance or fear is a significant consequence 

of unregulated prophetic claims. Misguided prophecies can lead 

people astray, causing them to make ill-informed life decisions 

or inducing unnecessary anxiety.21 A prominent example in 

Nigeria often revolves around election prophecies. In the run-

up to various general elections, numerous pastors have publicly 

declared specific outcomes, often naming particular candidates 

as divinely chosen. When these prophecies fail, as they 

frequently do, they not only discredit the prophetic office but 

also sow confusion and distrust among followers who had 

placed their hopes in these pronouncements.22 Similarly, some 

prophets have made sensational claims about national 

 
19 Wanjiru Ng’ang’a, “Your Problem Isn’t an Evil Altar but God Is the 

Solution,” TGC Africa, June 11, 2024, 
https://africa.thegospelcoalition.org/article/your-problem-isnt-an-evil-
altar-but-god-is-the-solution/. 

20 Johnson Asamoah-Gyadu, “African Charismatics: Current Developments 
within Independent Indigenous Pentecostalism in Ghana,” in African 
Charismatics (Brill, 2004). 

21 Scott Roberts, “Can True Prophets of God Be Inaccurate?,” The Official 
Scott Roberts Website (blog), July 11, 2024, 
https://scottroberts.org/can-true-prophets-of-god-be-inaccurate/. 

22 Anthony Akaeze, “Pastors, Politics and the Unending Controversies about 
Prophecies in Nigeria,” Baptist News Global (blog), April 10, 2023, 
https://baptistnews.com/article/pastors-politics-and-the-unending-
controversies-about-prophecies-in-nigeria/. 
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catastrophes or even the end of the world, only to retract them 

or offer convoluted explanations when the events do not occur, 

leaving followers in a state of fear or mockery.23 

Finally, divided communities arise from conflicting prophetic 

messages. Within the diverse landscape of Nigerian 

Christianity, different prophetic pronouncements, especially 

concerning leadership or doctrinal matters, can create deep 

schisms and confusion within congregations and even across 

denominations. For example, when one prophet declares a 

divine mandate for a particular leader or a specific spiritual 

direction, and another offers a contradictory message, it can 

lead to factions, power struggles, and a breakdown of 

communal unity. This erodes trust within the church and 

hinders its collective mission.24 The historical context of Nigeria, 

with its deeply ingrained belief in the supernatural, often 

exacerbates these divisions, as followers are conditioned to 

accept prophetic utterances as absolute truth. 

Notable controversies have arisen around public figures who 

claimed divine messages that later proved false or harmful. 

Pastors have predicted football match outcomes, political 

victories, and even the demise of political opponents, only to be 

proven wrong, leading to public ridicule and questioning of their 

integrity.25 These instances underscore the urgent need for 

robust accountability mechanisms, theological grounding, and 

a renewed emphasis on biblical discernment within Nigerian 

 
23 Nurudeen Shotayo, “Pastor Who Predicted Rapture Would Occur on April 

25 Says He Fasted to Avert It,” Pulse Nigeria, April 27, 2024, 
https://www.pulse.ng/articles/news/metro/pastor-who-predicted-

april-25-as-end-of-the-world-says-he-fasted-to-avert-it-
2024072703322489321. 

24 Cephas N. Omenyo, “Man of God Prophesy Unto Me: The Prophetic 
Phenomenon in African Christianity,” Studies in World Christianity 17, 
no. 1 (April 2011): 30–49, https://doi.org/10.3366/swc.2011.0004. 

25 Victor Ayeni, “AFCON: Clerics Who Made Controversial Prophecies, 
Predictions,” Punch Newspapers, February 16, 2024, 
https://punchng.com/afcon-clerics-who-made-controversial-
prophecies-predictions/. 
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churches to protect believers from the inherent dangers and 

abuses of unchecked prophetic claims. 

Practical and Pastoral Implications 

Church leaders bear a profound responsibility in navigating the 

dynamic interplay between divine guidance, spiritual gifts, and 

sound doctrine. This intricate task carries significant practical 

and pastoral implications, demanding a careful balance 

between openness to the Holy Spirit's work and rigorous 

adherence to biblical truth. 

Educating Believers: Laying a Solid Foundation 

Practically, the first step is comprehensive education. Many 

believers, eager for spiritual experiences, may lack a 

foundational understanding of how God communicates. 

Leaders must dedicate themselves to teaching biblical 

principles of divine guidance, moving beyond simplistic notions 

to explore the multifaceted ways God speaks – through 

Scripture, prayer, circumstances, and indeed, through 

prophetic insights. This involves expository preaching on 

relevant passages (e.g., Hebrews 1:1-2 on God speaking 

through His Son; 2 Timothy 3:16-17 on the sufficiency of 

Scripture; 1 Corinthians 14 on prophetic order). Pastoring this 

requires patience and clarity, addressing common 

misconceptions and anxieties about discerning God's voice, and 

stressing that genuine divine guidance will always align with 

His revealed character and word. 

Encouraging Scripture Engagement: The Unwavering Anchor 

Crucially, church leaders must relentlessly emphasize the 

sufficiency of Scripture. In an age often characterized by a thirst 

for personal revelation, the Bible remains the ultimate plumb 

line for faith and practice.26 Practically, this means cultivating 

 
26 Pastor Minana, “Scripture Alone,” Overcomers Ministry (blog), May 19, 

2025, 
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a church culture where personal and corporate engagement 

with Scripture is paramount. Bible studies, devotional 

practices, and systematic theological teaching are not optional 

extras but core components of spiritual formation. Pastoring in 

this area involves modelling a deep love for God's Word, 

demonstrating how to rightly interpret and apply it, and gently 

correcting any tendency to elevate personal experiences or 

prophetic words above the written revelation. As Carson argues, 

"To neglect the objective revelation of God in Scripture is to 

abandon any hope of truly knowing God".27 

Providing Accountability Structures: Fostering Responsible 

Practice 

The responsible practice of spiritual gifts, particularly 

prophecy, necessitates robust accountability structures. 

Practically, this involves establishing clear processes for 

evaluating and confirming prophetic words. This might include 

a leadership team reviewing prophecies before public 

dissemination, encouraging individuals to share personal 

prophecies with trusted spiritual mentors, and teaching the 

congregation to test all things according to Scripture (1 

Thessalonians 5:21). Historically, the early church practiced 

discernment, as seen in texts like 1 John 4:1, which urges 

believers to "test the spirits." From a pastoral perspective, these 

structures protect both the prophetic individual and the wider 

congregation from misguidance, manipulation, or immature 

expressions of the gift.28 They foster an environment of trust 

and safety, preventing the potential for spiritual abuse or 

theological drift. 

 
https://minanampondamasaka.wordpress.com/2025/05/19/scripture-
alone/. 

27 D.A. Carson, Showing the Spirit: A Theological Exposition of 1 Corinthians 
12-14. (Baker Academic, 1996). 

28 Mark Chironna, “Which Voices Are Really Prophetic?,” Firebrand 
Magazine, July 2, 2024, https://firebrandmag.com/articles/which-
voices-are-really-prophetic-firebrand-big-read. 
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Balancing Openness with Caution: A Wise and Discerning 

Approach 

Finally, church leaders must skillfully balance openness to the 

Holy Spirit's leading with a healthy dose of caution. Practically, 

this means encouraging spiritual sensitivity – creating space for 

spontaneous expressions of the Spirit, fostering an atmosphere 

of expectant prayer, and affirming individuals who genuinely 

operate in spiritual gifts. However, this openness must always 

be tempered by an unwavering commitment to biblical 

standards. Leaders must be prepared to gently correct or even 

rebuke when spiritual gifts are misused, misinterpreted, or 

when individuals begin to stray from sound doctrine. Pastoring 

this balance requires wisdom, courage, and a deep reliance on 

the Holy Spirit's discernment. As Calvin observed, "We are not 

to reject the good because of the evil, but rather to separate the 

pure from the impure".29 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

The pronouncement, "God told me,” Carries immense weight 

within Christian communities, demanding careful 

consideration rather than uncritical acceptance. While 

affirming God's continued communication with His people, the 

Church is biblically mandated to exercise rigorous discernment. 

The New Testament consistently stresses testing prophetic 

utterances and prioritizing the sufficiency of Scripture as the 

ultimate authority for faith and practice. To maintain integrity 

and foster genuine spiritual health, churches must actively 

cultivate a culture characterized by humility, unwavering 

biblical fidelity, and keen spiritual discernment. 

To achieve this, several recommendations are vital. Firstly, 

churches must develop clear, comprehensive teaching on 

spiritual gifts and prophetic practices. This goes beyond mere 

 
29 John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, trans. F.L. Battles 

(Westminster Press, 1536). 
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acknowledgement, providing practical guidance on discerning 

authentic manifestations from human or even deceptive 

influences, rooted in biblical principles and historical church 

practice. 

Secondly, leaders require specialized training in theological and 

pastoral discernment. This equips them not only to interpret 

Scripture accurately but also to wisely guide congregants 

navigating personal experiences and potential prophetic claims. 

Discernment is a critical leadership skill, protecting the flock 

from error and promoting spiritual maturity. 

Thirdly, every believer should be encouraged to embody the 

apostolic injunction to "test everything; hold fast what is good" 

(1 Thessalonians 5:21). This cultivates a congregation that is 

biblically literate, spiritually sensitive, and empowered to 

engage critically with all spiritual claims, fostering personal 

responsibility and collective wisdom. 

Finally, further research into the psychological and cultural 

factors influencing prophetic claims is crucial. Understanding 

how cognitive biases, social dynamics, and cultural contexts 

shape how individuals perceive and articulate divine messages 

can provide valuable insights for pastoral care and theological 

reflection, ensuring that the church navigates the complexities 

of spiritual experience with both grace and truth. In all these 

endeavors, the guiding principle remains that God, far from 

being an author of chaos, orchestrates peace and order within 

His church (1 Corinthians 14:33). 
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